 Community United Reformed Church

Easter – April 1, 2018




WELCOME TO COMMUNITY!

We're glad that you're here with us today.  Please join us for a time of fellowship after the service.  If you're new here and have questions, speak with our pastor, one of our greeter volunteers, and/or fill out a visitor's card, located on the Visitors’ Kiosk, to help us get to know you.  May God bless our worship and life together.



















LARGE PRINT BULLETINS ARE AVAILABLE 
ON THE VISITORS’ KIOSK OR YOU MAY ASK AN USHER








TODAY
       9:30 AM       	Morning Worship Service
       5:00 PM	Evening Catechism Service 
	

	

                
	
                
             
                











SUNDAY SCHOOL AND CATECHISM CLASSES:  Due to spring break, Sunday School and Catechism will not be held today. The Lord willing, classes will resume on Sunday, April 15. 


THIS WEEK
Monday			7:30 PM		Men’s Society 
Wednesday					Women’s Afternoon Bible Study
		                12:00 PM		      Sack Lunch
			1:00 PM		      Lesson 10
					      Snacks: Nancy Martin & Joyce Moes
			7:00 PM		Elder’s Meeting
			7:30 PM		Deacon’s Meeting
Saturday			8:00 AM		Men’s Forum
	
FUTURE EVENTS
April 14			4:45 PM		Singing at Bethshan/Dinner at Portillo’s*
April 18			7:00 PM		Congregational Meeting*
April 27-28					Men’s Retreat at Gull Lake, Michigan*
June 21-24					Church Camping Trip*

*See announcements for details
**More information coming soon

ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONTINUING PRAYER REQUESTS: GERT SCHEERINGA, who is at Park Place Rehab recovering from pneumonia. / BARB E. ZANDSTRA (George’s wife), who is recovering from a surgery to repair a broken hip. / LORRAINE (Nikki Payer’s mother) who is in the hospital with a variety of health issues.

NEXT WEEK, our evening service will be led by Rev. Ken Anema, professor at the Divine Hope prison ministry.  Pastor and Raylene Oord will be in Memphis, Tennessee, this week at a Christian conference on racial reconciliation commemorating the 50th anniversary of the death of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

BAPTISM: The elders have accepted David Muller's request to join our church.  David will be baptized during the morning service on April 8.  We praise God for His work in David's life in leading him to a life of discipleship with Jesus.  We pray that as part of our church family, he will be a blessing to us and that we will have many opportunities to be a blessing to him.

REAFFIRMATION OF FAITH: The elders have accepted Robin Muller's request to join our church.  As part of becoming a member of our church, Robin will be reaffirming her faith during the morning service on April 8.  We pray that as part of our church family, she will be a blessing to us and that we will have many opportunities to be a blessing to her.

BIRTHDAY: Please remember to send a card to special members of our congregation who will celebrate their birthday (addresses are in the directory):
	Beth Zandstra – April 8
	Phyllis Verbeek – April 9

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING NOTICE: 
        A few months ago, The Building and Property Committee was tasked by Council to begin making some repairs to our church facility. Several have been addressed, but we would like to move forward with replacing the carpet in the Narthex, Hallways, Classroom 15 (Adult Sunday School room), Classroom 10 (GEMS room), Classrooms 11-12 (Kitchen Entrance rooms) and the Nursery. We would also be installing vinyl tile flooring by the coffee stations and as a transition from the Narthex to the Sanctuary.
        We sent the scope of work to three contractors. After reviewing the bids, we selected Hometown Floors in Schererville to do the work. They had the lowest price of the three bids. They will be using a commercial grade carpet square that should hold up well to the heavy traffic and spills. Because the product is a carpet square, we have the ability to easily replace damaged or heavily stained sections in the future. They will complete the removal of old carpet and installation of new carpet and vinyl flooring for the price of $44,099. This project will be fully funded with monies that we already have on hand in the Capital Improvements Fund and the Building Fund. 
        We will have a congregational meeting on April 18 at 7:00 PM to discuss and seek the congregation’s advice on this project. If you cannot attend the meeting, absentee ballots will be available on the kiosk. If you have any questions beforehand, you may ask George Van Laten, Dan DeYoung, or Nikki Terpstra for more information.
                  In Christ,
George Van Laten
Chairman of Building and Property

DAILY PRAYER REMINDERS for the month of April are in your mailbox and on the Visitors’ Kiosk.

Christ Is Risen, He Is Risen Indeed
[image: C:\Users\Secretary\Documents\Christ is Risen He is isen inded.jpg]





























Words and Music: Keith Getty, Kristyn Getty and Ed Cash
@2012 Getty Music Publishing / Alletrop Music (both admin. By Music Services, Inc.) All Rights Reserved (BMI)
CCLI#1086929
Because He Lives
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ANNOUNCEMENTS, Continued
GRADUATES FROM GRADE SCHOOL, HIGH SCHOOL, COLLEGE & TRADE SCHOOL, ETC:  We would like to feature our CURC Graduates in the Courier.  Please fill out the Graduation Form and turn it in (along with a picture of yourself) BY APRIL 15.  Forms may be found on the members’ table. Forms may be brought to the church office or emailed to curcoffice@sbcglobal.net

MEN’S RETREAT: All men are invited to attend the Community Men’s Retreat, April, 27-28, 2018 at Gull Lake, Michigan!  Building on the themes of discipleship, hospitality and mission we’ve been focusing on as a church, this overnight event will provide a relaxed setting to build friendships, enjoy times of learning and recreation, and foster greater unity as we seek to follow Christ together. Bill Boekestein, pastor of Immanuel Fellowship Church in Kalamazoo, Michigan will lead us in two sessions of teaching and discussion on the topics of male friendship and hospitality. Please consider making this event a priority as you plan your spring calendar.  More details are on the flyer in your mailbox. Sign up on the member’s table. Contact Elder Derek Terpstra if you have any questions or need more information.

The OUTREACH COMMITTEE would like to invite you to join in singing to the residents at Bethshan. We will be meeting on April 14 at 4:45 pm at the Palos Heights location. We will be headed to Portillo’s Restaurant after for dinner. We would love to see you there!

SERVICE OPPORTUNITY: Outreach Team is looking for a volunteer (or several) to serve as a representative to Illiana Right to Life and other local pro-life organizations.  We are looking to improve our communication with these important ministries.  If you are interested or have questions, please speak to Terry Krooswyk.

URCNA MISSIONS – April 1, 2018
	United in Prayer:  Up-to-date Requests from our Missionaries.
REV. TONY ZEKVELD IS A MISSIONARY IN TORONTO, CANADA.
1. Give thanks for recent baptisms and professions of faith.
2. Pray for on-going discipleship of new believers.
3. Pray for a new building for Hope Academy and Hope Center



SERMON NOTES                                                             April 1, 2018 Rev. James Oord         	                                                          9:30 am

RAISED IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH THE SCRIPTURES

Scripture Reading: Hosea 6:1-6 (p. 754) & 1 Corinthians 15:1-22 (p. 961)
Sermon Text: 1 Corinthians 15:1-22 (p. 961)































SERMON NOTES                                                             April 1, 2018 
Rev. James Oord          	                                                          5:00 pm

“WHY DO YOU SEEK THE LIVING 
AMONG THE DEAD?”

Sermon Text: Luke 24:1-9 (p. 884)
































SCHEDULES

	SERVING EASTER SUNDAY – APRIL 1, 2018 

	
	AM
	PM

	COOKIES
	Linda Surowiec, Sandi Swets, Caitlin Terpstra & Cheryl Terpstra
	

	COFFEE
	Nancy & Ian Martin
	

	GREETERS 
	Dave Bakker
Ross & Alexis VanDerNoord
	Grace Terpstra
Gerry & Sandi Swets

	
	FLOATER
	Karen Zandstra
	Derek & Jennie Terpstra

	LIBRARY
	Sandi Eenigenburg
	Diana DeBoer

	NURSERY
	INFANT
	Judy DeBoer
	Laurie Mitchel

	
	FLOATER
	Deb Punter
	

	
	TODDLER
	Denise & Reagan Kooy
	Diane Krooswyk

	USHERS 
	Dan Mitchell, Daniel Timmer 
& Tim VanderLaan
	Bruce Aardsma, Nathan Aardsma, David Jacobs, Jr. & Sam Jacobs

	WELCOME WAGON
	Derek & Jennie Terpstra
	



	SERVING SUNDAY – APRIL 8, 2018

	
	AM
	PM

	COOKIES
	Grace Terpstra, Janet Terpstra, Jennie Terpstra & Mandy Terpstra
	

	COFFEE
	Nancy & Ian Martin
	

	GREETERS 
	Bryan & Debra Punter
Dan & Carol Rottier
	Eric & Sarah LaReau
Scott & Vikki Ooms

	
	FLOATER
	Joseph & Linda Novosel
	Dennis & Laurie Mitchell

	LIBRARY
	Sandi Swets
	Kristen Huizenga

	NURSERY
	INFANT
	Lorissa Haveman
	Cheryl Terpstra

	
	FLOATER
	Becky Ortiz
	

	
	TODDLER
	Olivette & Clarissa Ortiz
	Ann & Julia Oostema

	USHERS 
	Dan Mitchell, Daniel Timmer 
& Tim VanderLaan
	Bruce Aardsma, Nathan Aardsma, David Jacobs, Jr. & Sam Jacobs

	WELCOME WAGON
	Gerry & Sandi Swets
	



	APRIL 2018 GIVING SCHEDULE

	
	AM
	PM

	4/01/2018
	Highland Christian School
	Rev. Poelman

	4/8/2018
	Reformed Faith & Life
	Word & Deed

	4/15/2018
	Westminster Theological Seminary
	El Pacto de Gracia / Rev. Sernas

	4/22/2018
	Bethany Christian Services
	Biblical Counseling Center

	4/29/2018
	Mid America Reformed Seminary
	Illiana Christian High School



	CURC GIVING – March 25, 2018

	General Fund 
	$       8,350.00

	Benevolence Fund
	$          535.00

	Ceap Fund
	$          455.00

	AM: URCNA
	$          530.00 

	PM: Calvanist Cadet Corps
	$          495.62









SCRIPTURE FOR THE MORNING SERVICE

HOSEA 6:1-6

Israel and Judah Are Unrepentant
6 “Come, let us return to the LORD;
    for he has torn us, that he may heal us;
    he has struck us down, and he will bind us up.
2 After two days he will revive us;
    on the third day he will raise us up,
    that we may live before him.
3 Let us know; let us press on to know the LORD;
    his going out is sure as the dawn;
he will come to us as the showers,
    as the spring rains that water the earth.”

4 What shall I do with you, O Ephraim?
    What shall I do with you, O Judah?
Your love is like a morning cloud,
    like the dew that goes early away.
5 Therefore I have hewn them by the prophets;
    I have slain them by the words of my mouth,
    and my judgment goes forth as the light.
6 For I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice,
    the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings.

1 CORINTHIANS 15:1-22

The Resurrection of Christ
15 Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you received, in which you stand, 2 and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to you—unless you believed in vain.
      3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8 Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. 9 For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10 But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. 11 Whether then it was I or they, so we preach and so you believed.

The Resurrection of the Dead
      12 Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? 13 But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised. 14 And if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain. 15 We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified about God that he raised Christ, whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised. 16 For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised. 17 And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. 18 Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 19 If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied.
      20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 21 For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. 22 For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive.
































SCRIPTURE FOR THE EVENING SERVICE

Jeremiah 31:1-6, 16-17

The LORD Will Turn Mourning to Joy
31 “At that time, declares the LORD, I will be the God of all the clans of Israel, and they shall be my people.”
2 Thus says the LORD:
“The people who survived the sword
    found grace in the wilderness;
when Israel sought for rest,
3     the LORD appeared to him from far away.
I have loved you with an everlasting love;
    therefore I have continued my faithfulness to you.
4 Again I will build you, and you shall be built,
    O virgin Israel!
Again you shall adorn yourself with tambourines
    and shall go forth in the dance of the merrymakers.
5 Again you shall plant vineyards
    on the mountains of Samaria;
the planters shall plant
    and shall enjoy the fruit.
6 For there shall be a day when watchmen will call
    in the hill country of Ephraim:
‘Arise, and let us go up to Zion,
    to the LORD our God.’”

16 Thus says the LORD:
“Keep your voice from weeping,
    and your eyes from tears,
for there is a reward for your work,
declares the LORD,
    and they shall come back from the land of the enemy.
17 There is hope for your future,
declares the LORD,
    and your children shall come back to their own country.

Isaiah 52:7-10, 13-15

7 How beautiful upon the mountains
    are the feet of him who brings good news,
who publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness,
    who publishes salvation,
    who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.”
8 The voice of your watchmen—they lift up their voice;
    together they sing for joy;
for eye to eye they see
    the return of the LORD to Zion.
9 Break forth together into singing,
    you waste places of Jerusalem,
for the LORD has comforted his people;
    he has redeemed Jerusalem.
10 The LORD has bared his holy arm
    before the eyes of all the nations,
and all the ends of the earth shall see
    the salvation of our God.

He Was Pierced for Our Transgressions
13 Behold, my servant shall act wisely; 
    he shall be high and lifted up,
    and shall be exalted.
14 As many were astonished at you—
    his appearance was so marred, beyond human semblance,
    and his form beyond that of the children of mankind—
15 so shall he sprinkle many nations.
    Kings shall shut their mouths because of him,
for that which has not been told them they see,
    and that which they have not heard they understand.


Luke 24:1-9

The Resurrection
24 But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they went to the tomb, taking the spices they had prepared. 2 And they found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when they went in they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 While they were perplexed about this, behold, two men stood by them in dazzling apparel. 5 And as they were frightened and bowed their faces to the ground, the men said to them, “Why do you seek the living among the dead? 6 He is not here, but has risen. Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, 7 that the Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men and be crucified and on the third day rise.” 8 And they remembered his words,9 and returning from the tomb they told all these things to the eleven and to all the rest.

John 20:11-18

Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene
      11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she wept she stooped to look into the tomb. 12 And she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had lain, one at the head and one at the feet. 13 They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” 14 Having said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.”16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned and said to him in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father; but go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” 18 Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”—and that he had said these things to her.


John 20:19-31

Jesus Appears to the Disciples
      19 On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 20 When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.”22 And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you withhold forgiveness from any, it is withheld.”

Jesus and Thomas
      24 Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.”
      26 Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”

The Purpose of This Book
      30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.

Romans 8:11-25

11 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you.

Heirs with Christ
      12 So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. 13 For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15 For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16 The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God,17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him.

Future Glory
      18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 19 For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God. 20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22 For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now. 23 And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.


Revelation 1:10, 12-19, 21:1-4, 22:1-6, 12-13, 17

110 I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet

      12 Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking to me, and on turning I saw seven golden lampstands, 13 and in the midst of the lampstands one like a son of man, clothed with a long robe and with a golden sash around his chest. 14 The hairs of his head were white, like white wool, like snow. His eyes were like a flame of fire, 15 his feet were like burnished bronze, refined in a furnace, and his voice was like the roar of many waters. 16 In his right hand he held seven stars, from his mouth came a sharp two-edged sword, and his face was like the sun shining in full strength.
      17 When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid his right hand on me, saying, “Fear not, I am the first and the last, 18 and the living one. I died, and behold I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and Hades. 19 Write therefore the things that you have seen, those that are and those that are to take place after this.


12 Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking to me, and on turning I saw seven golden lampstands, 13 and in the midst of the lampstands one like a son of man, clothed with a long robe and with a golden sash around his chest. 14 The hairs of his head were white, like white wool, like snow. His eyes were like a flame of fire, 15 his feet were like burnished bronze, refined in a furnace, and his voice was like the roar of many waters. 16 In his right hand he held seven stars, from his mouth came a sharp two-edged sword, and his face was like the sun shining in full strength.
17 When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid his right hand on me, saying, “Fear not, I am the first and the last, 18 and the living one. I died, and behold I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and Hades. 19 Write therefore the things that you have seen, those that are and those that are to take place after this.
The New Heaven and the New Earth
21 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. 4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.”

The River of Life
22 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2 through the middle of the street of the city; also, on either side of the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. 3 No longer will there be anything accursed, but the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him. 4 They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 5 And night will be no more. They will need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever.

Jesus Is Coming
6 And he said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true. And the Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets, has sent his angel to show his servants what must soon take place.”

12 “Behold, I am coming soon, bringing my recompense with me, to repay each one for what he has done. 13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.”

17 The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.” And let the one who hears say, “Come.” And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who desires take the water of life without price.
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